
 
 
 
 

Summary of Swedish position on a post 2015 development framework 

including sustainable development goals 

 
The Millennium Development Goals have served the international community well as a way of 
focusing development efforts on fighting poverty and its root causes. Much progress has been 
made, but the agenda is still unfinished and our knowledge of what drives sustainable 
development and the linkages to poverty eradication has evolved over the last fifteen years.  
 
Sweden is actively engaged in the discussions on a post 2015 development agenda including 
sustainable development goals (SDGs). The principles for our engagement are the following; 

 

 The agenda must be universal to reflect today’s globalised interdependent world and 
result in one overarching framework with one set of sustainable development goals 

 The agenda must be people-centred, based on the principles of human rights 

 The agenda must integrate the three dimensions of sustainable development; the 
economic, social and environmental 

 Climate change must be integrated in the agenda and the goal structure 

 Gender equality is a goal in itself as well as a condition for sustainable development  

 Democratic governance and the rule of law are fundamental goals as well as means for 
sustainable development 

 Policy coherence for development needs to be mainstreamed throughout the agenda 

 A robust results framework at global as well as national levels needs to be elaborated to 
ensure accountability 

 
The new development agenda should build on a principle of partnerships and be based on 
means of implementation focusing on climate considerations, free and open trade, engagement 
with the private sector, economic incentives, the positive effects of migration and urbanisation, 
research and technology transfer including ICT, and last but not least financing for development. 
 
When it comes to financing the post 2015 development agenda, domestic resources will be the 
primary source for most countries, through sustainable economic growth, a broadened tax base, 
strengthened democratic, well-functioning and transparent institutions and increased efforts to 
combat illicit financial flows. ODA will continue to play an important role in the poorest countries 
and it will be important to use ODA in a catalytic way to mobilise other financial resources, 
particularly from the private sector, and to ensure effective development cooperation.  The 
international discussions on financing for development need to take place in parallel to those on 
the post 2015 development agenda. 
 
Sustainable development goals must be relevant, specific, measurable, time bound and easy to 
communicate. Efforts need to be made to improve data and statistics, including gender and age 
disaggregated statistics. 



 
 
 
 

 
SDGs should be decided globally, through an inclusive process, while the level of ambition should 
be defined at national level according to national circumstances.   
 
The goal framework needs to be comprehensive to include all results and evidence based 
dimensions of sustainable development. At the same time, it must be limited enough to be 
manageable in terms of implementation, monitoring and accountability. Goals need to be 
ambitious but realistic. 
 
Sweden suggests ten priority goal areas for the post 2015 development framework. Illustrative 
proposals for targets and/or indicators in each goal area have been elaborated (these are 
preliminary and may be revised). 

1. End extreme poverty 

- Increase the number of people living above 1.25 US dollar a day to x %  
- Ensure minimum social and economic protection, including education, health, food, 

clean drinking water and basic sanitation 
- Legal protection for all, focusing on the poor and their assets 
- Integrate climate adaptation and emissions reductions into development plans and 

poverty reduction strategies    

2. Democratic governance at all levels of society 

- Ensure the equal participation and influence of women and men in political decision 
making processes 

- A transparent, accountable state without corruption 
- Guarantee by law citizens the right to information about  government data, including 

public profits, expenditures and budget  
- Rule of law guaranteed through birth registration and legal identity for all citizens and 

equal and impartial access to justice 
- Ensure respect for the right to association, organisation and freedom of speech for all 

women and men 
- Ensure media freedom, including on the internet, and the right for media to scrutinize 

the activities of the public and private sector without risk of retaliation  

3. Achieve gender equality and empowerment of women and girls 

- Eliminate gender-based differences in access to and control over economic resources 
- Guarantee literacy for all women and girls and eliminate gender-based differences in 

access to education at all levels 
- Guarantee women and girls’ sexual and reproductive health and rights 
- Eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls 
- Guarantee equal political participation and representation of women and men  



 
 
 
 

4. Freedom from violence 

- Reduce violence against civilians during conflict by x% 
- Eliminate all forms of violence and exploitation against children by x%, i.a. through 

legislation against corporal punishment 
- Enhance the accountability of security forces, i.e. police and the military, thereby 

increasing the trust of citizens in the forces 

5. Sustainable management of natural resources and ecosystems 

- Reduce poor people’s vulnerability to climate change, environmental hazards and natural 
disasters 

- Sustainable management of marine and coastal eco-systems, oceans and fisheries 
- Wealth accounting and valuation of biodiversity and ecosystems in relevant national 

strategies and national accounts 
- Sustainable production and consumption patterns, including safe usage of hazardous 

substances 
- Promote economic incentives for sustainable management of natural resources, 

including investments in environmental friendly technology, innovations and elimination 
of subsidies harmful for the environment and the climate 

- Promote cost effective, sustainable and healthy energy solutions 
- At least x % of the global energy mix should be from renewables   

6. Integrated water management and sustainable water use 

- Effective management and sustainable use of water resources at the local, national, 
regional and global level, considering the effects of climate change 

- Ensure access to clean drinking water without harmful substances 
- Ensure access to basic sanitation 

7. Food security 

- Sustainable land use in agriculture and forestry as well as long term sustainable fisheries, 
which will ensure food security and contribute to economic growth 

- Sufficient nutritious food to ensure healthy lives for everyone, especially focusing on 
children 

- Equal access to productive resources, markets, financial services, information and 
technological solutions. 

- Sustainable consumption minimizing food loss 

8. Increase number of healthy years  

- Increase access to equal basic health services including necessary vaccines and drugs, 
focusing on those with the greatest needs 

- Guarantee sexual and reproductive health and rights for all 
- Decrease maternal and child mortality by x % 
- Reduce prevalence and mortality due to AIDS, malaria and tbc by x%  



 
 
 
 

- Reduce exposure to harmful use of alcohol, tobacco, hazardous substances, an unhealthy 
diet and other risk factors, thereby decreasing the incidence of non-communicable 
diseases 

- Increase the capacity for early warning and management of health risks 
- Increase support systems so that the elderly can live healthy lives and contribute to 

society 

9.  Good quality education and learning  
- Guarantee literacy for all boys and girls after completing compulsory schooling 
- All adolescents should have reached the national knowledge requirements at x years 
- All young people, including those with disabilities, are given the possibility of a high 

quality education preparing them for work life 
- Ensure the possibility for lifelong learning for women and men 
- Ensure adult literacy 

10. Promote employment for inclusive and sustainable economic 

development  

- Full and productive employment with decent working conditions 
- Access to social protection systems promoting labour market mobility 
- X% of men and women with access to internet and mobile phones 
- X% of men and women with access to electricity, transport and financial services  
 
There are inter-linkages between goals, but they should not be merged. Specific targets and 
indicators may appear under different goal headings.  

 

 


